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Obroda spoloc¢nosti prostrednictvom vzdelavania v diele
J.A. Komenského a ich odozva na Slovensku v 20. storoci

Odnowienie spoteczenstwa przez edukacje w pracach
J.A. Komenskiego i ich recepcja na Stowacji w XX wieku

Abstract

John Amos Comenius's pedagogical views and his original approaches to the problem solving of
the back in the day society represent one of the newest origins of the development of modern
humanistic pedagogy in the world. Comenius’s concept of education, and correction of the world
and human life has outstripped the time and influenced social thinking of that time in Slovakia.
Spreading his ideas in the Central European area is credited to multiple important personalities
of Slovak pedagogy of 20th century as well as contemporary Slovak university teachers and
teachers of elementary and secondary schools.

Keywords: John Amos Comenius, peaceful coexistence, holistic perception of the renewal of
man and society, humanization of education, present-day spreading of Comenius ideas

Anotacia

Pedagogické nazory Jana Amosa Komenského, jeho originalne pristupy k rieSeniu problémov
dobovej spolocnosti predstavujui jedno z novovekych vychodisk rozvoja modernej humanistic-
kej pedagogiky vo svete. Komenského koncepcia edukacie ale i napravy sveta a l'udského Zivota
predstihla dobu a ovplyvnila vtedajsie spolocenské myslenie aj na Slovensku. Zasluhu na Sireni
jeho myslienok v stredoeurépskom priestore maju aj viaceré vyznamné osobnosti slovenskej
pedagogiky 20. storocia, no su v pozornosti suc¢asnych slovenskych vysokoskolskych pedagégov
i ucitel'ov v zakladnych a strednych skolach.

Klicové slova: Jan Amos Komensky, mierové spolunazivanie, holistické ponimanie obrody
o Cloveka a spolo¢nosti, humanizacia edukacie, pobyt na Slovensku, na zaciatku a v druhej polo-
vici dvadsiateho storocia, rozsirovanie myslienok Komenského v stcasnosti

Streszczenie

Bogactwo mysli pedagogicznej Comeniusa stato sie trwalym elementem kultury stowackiej.
To zdumiewajace, ze mysli o cztowieku, ktéry urodzit sie w XVI wieku, sa wcigz zywe i aktualne.
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Wiele pogladéw ].A. Komeniskiego odnoszacych sie do procesu uczenia sie, organizacji pracy
szkoty, edukacji znajduje oddzwiek we wspotczesnych koncepcjach pedagogicznych. Prace
Comeniusa s3 cenione na Stowacji ze wzgledu na zawarte w nich idee pedagogiczne oraz spo-
teczno-polityczne. Chociaz na terenie Austro-Wegier spedzit krétki czas, byt to jeden z najbar-
dziej tworczych dla niego okresow.

Stowa kluczowe: Jan Amos Komenski, pokojowa koegzystencja, holistyczne postrzeganie od-
nowy cztowieka i spoteczenstwa, humanizacja edukacji, wspoétczesne rozpowszechnianie pomy-
stéw Comeniusa

According to the Czech historian FrantiSek Palacky, John Amos Comenius is
considered to be one of the most memorable men of all times and nations. Polyhi-
stor, writer, linguist, naturalist, humanist, philosopher, politician and reformer is
rightly called also as a teacher of nations, who lived in the era of 17th century.
(Reble, 1998) Even though he lived in an epoch in which every individual was
identified as a member of the nation, he was ahead of time and spiritually felt
himself to be primarily European.

From the point of view of the development of that time thinking, ].A. Come-
nius created an original philosophical-pedagogical-theological system at the inter-
section between humanism and baroque, in which philosophical and pedagogical
views were connected with the faith in God. In the epoch he lived in, he was un-
doubtedly the most acclaimed and widely acknowledged school reformer, a per-
son, who through pedagogical opinions devised development and formation of
several new approahes. (Kovacikovd, Turansk3, 1999) Therefore it is not outraged
to regard him as one of the most outstanding personalities of pedagogical science.
(Matej et al, 1976) In the environment of German-speaking countries he became
familiar relatively quickly; in the Slavic cultural framework he achieved a great
success and a general recognition that remains in people's consciousness until the
present day. On the other hand, since he had the ability to withdraw from the
traditional medieval vision of the world and see far into the future of mankind, his
views on various aspects of social life far outstretched his time. But his great de-
gree of humanity (Capkova, 1992, p. 53), education and love to people remained
in his time in many ways misunderstood. (Reble, 1998, p. 88)

Concerning strange fate of Comenius. Circumstances of the place of his birth
and his origin are still the subjects of disputes. Some authors (Zrubec in the book
Sldvni Slovdci sveta (2000, 2001), based on the research by 0. Kollarik (1988),
F. Kalesny, I. Rumanovsky (1993) and others) placed Comenius on the basis of his
Slovak roots, among Slovaks. Several experts, such as I. Kralik, regard Comenius as
a Czechoslovak, others consider him Moravian or Czech. The pride of Czechs of
Comenius is confirmed by the sociological studies which rank him in favour of the
popularity of the Czech public right after King Charles IV in the second place.
(Subrt, Vinopal et al,, 2013)

The impact of the unfavorable circumstances of his life's destiny on his sys-
tematic education, which began late, is also evident. Only by chance he got an
opportunity to study in Germany (1611-1614), thanks to the bishop Jan Lanecky
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and Karel Starsf of Zerotin (P$enak, 1991, p. 5), in the 16th year of his life. And so
he arrives at the Saxon Academy in Herborn and later at the University in Heidel-
berg. (Srogoni et al, 1986) In Herborn, in 1613, he had his first scientific discus-
sion with a predominantly philosophical-cosmological theme. (PSendk, 1991, p. 6)
Comenius fully utilized his studies in Heidelberg and Herborn, since interesting
lectures he attended there, gave him the spark for development of the philosophi-
cal and pedagogical opinions that became the basis of his later pedagogical rea-
lism. He also became acquainted with the new social-political movement of this
period, with the so-called chiliazm (Kiss, 2001, pp. 24-25). It is based on faith in
the thousand-year Christ's Kingdom of God on Earth, which will bring a happy life
for mankind. He expressed the conviction that this state could only be achieved by
returning to the original state which was in paradise, and then, according to Co-
menius, it was possible to return to the golden age of mankind. Kiss, 2001, p. 29)
Already in this period, he began to ask other questions referring to universal
science — pansophy which should bring peace and a better life to all people.
(PSenak, 2001a, p. 159).

Determining experiences of Comenius'’s life, which shaped his attitudes and
confirmed him in the conviction of the necessity of radical change through universal
reformation. During his studies in Herborn, where he spent three years, was parti-
cularly impressed by Prof. ].H. Alsted (1588-1638). Hhe admired his efforts to
harmonize world knowledge and the Bible. His theoretical system, especially en-
cyclopedism, inspired Comenius and influenced his views in a fundamental man-
ner. Johann Alsted was the author of the Great Encyclopaedia of the Cursus philo-
sophici encyklopaedia, in which he developed the philosophy of seven free arts
and gave his opinions on upbringing. (Cecetka, 1947, p. 130) J. Alsted looked for
harmony in nature and human knowledge. Comenius, under the influence of these
ideas, became a zealous promoter of the demand for parallelization of words and
things in language teaching. His teacher, through his encyclopedic efforts, suppor-
ted his decision to write the Theatrum universitatis rerum (PSendk, 1991, p. 5)
Comenius completed his studies according to the tradition - by travelling around
the world. It was travelling in which he described himself as a pilgrim, which later,
with regard to the persecution of non-Catholics, became his involuntary life's
destiny. Due to the number of countries he visited, we can boldly say J.A. Come-
nius was as a globetrotter: he travelled from his birthplace Moravia to Le$na, later
to Sweden, England and other European countries. He had always dealt with a
noble mission on the background of personal philosophy in the pursuit of the total
reformation of the current society: all knowledge is to serve to eliminate the dispu-
tes between the people and to secure a happy life on earth. (Vania, 1971, p. 65) From
the viewpoint of Comenius influence on the cultural roots of Slovakia, we are
especially interested in his stay in Blatny Potok.

Emphasizing the importance of education in the process of renewal of society.
Comenius in his work put learning and education to the highest pedestal. Such a
high appreciation has been given to education only in well-developed 21 century
Euro-American cultures. What is more, from a modernly designed didactics (no-
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wadays pedagogy) a center of pansophy was made by him. The concept of Come-
nius‘s pedagogy is based on the omnes-omnia-omnino, i.e. all people - all things -
in all ways. (PSenak, 2001, p.160) He pointed out so called pansophic width of
education - all people should be educated in everything which is essential for life.
(PSendk, 1991, p. 19)

In the history of learning theories, there is a dispute between different opi-
nions about what good education really is. ].A. Comenius was among the advoca-
tes of the theory of connecting education with the life of society, its rational func-
tioning and moral behavior (doing): " When we take into consideration the nation
with good education and look into the order of things, everything is like in the wa-
tch: when something moves, everything moves because the wheel pulls another whe-
el depending on the amount of weight and size". (Comenius, 1956, p. 241) Come-
nius sees the essence, the basis of social order and law in the nation in a good
preparation for life and in good education. (see Comenius, Fortune of the Nation)
On the highest place he puts "balanced" education as a state of personality, mani-
fested in cultivation and personal culture of man. He uses the word "balanced” in
the sense of something proportionally aligned, individual to the overall, and
expressing symmetry, uniformity or harmony of the alignment of the individual
elements of the overall picture of the individual educational features. (Cabanova,
2004, p.12) Such versatile qualities, in proportionate representation should be
acquired and accepted by all people in processes of upbringing and education. As
a representative of the philanthropic movement, he saw the only way to improve
the lives of people by reviving humanity through education as such. He understo-
od upbringing as the correction of mankind, as bringing man out of blunder, as
finding the truth and order (Kasper-Kasper, 2008, p.11) by the way of refining
everyone, emphasizing the need for broad, versatile and encyclopedic orientation
of education, (Cecetka, 1947, p. 135) as he was convinced that science need not be
hidden in the books for scholars, knowledge must be made available to everybody.

Despite persecution and complicated life fate, Comenius remained an idea-
list believing in the human good. Like Socrates, he had the inner conviction that
the knowledge of goodness itself could lead people to become better in their own
core. Comenius tried to revive humanity through the development of an individu-
al, his/her individual features - reason, speech and deeds. In the scholastic era of
theorizing, he preferred theory to practice: Comenius’s fundamental inclination to
creative activity was reflected in a significant proposal for the education of all youth,
in Didactics. (Matej et al., 1976, p.79)

In the 17th century Slovakia was the agrarian part of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. Comenius visited the territory of Austria-Hungary many times. Besides
his personal trips - as he had close relationship to Puchov, PreSov and other
towns in eastern Slovakia - he also travelled to Blatny Potok (a place of his work)
through Skalica, Trnava, Pichov, Levoca and PreSov. (Pedagogical encyclopedia of
Slovakia, 1984, p. 427) He had always been interested in local affairs. However,
his only long-term stay was in Blatny Potok in the Austro-Hungarian Empire be-
tween 1650 and 1654. The town was lying in Transylvania, nowadays it is a city
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situated in the territory of Hungary (Sarospatak). Comenius came here in the
period after the Westphalia Peace (1648), which considerably hit the lives of all
Czech non-Catholics, (PSenak, 1992). He came on the personal invitation of the
prince Zigmund Rakdczi in 1651 who asked him to reform education at that pe-
riod of time. During his stay, ].A. Comenius lived directly in the court of the widow
Zuzana Lorantffy-Rakdcziova and her sons Zigmund and Juraj. He became acqua-
inted with them through his personal friend and visionary M. Drabik (Bernat,
2000) who encouraged Comenius’s political hopes. J.A. Comenius had stayed in
Blatny Potok for only a few years but his most famous and most important peda-
gogical works - such as the School by Play (Schola ludus) textbook and especially
the Visible World in Pictures (Orbis sensualium pictus) - known under the short
name as Orbis pictus - were written here. In particular, Orbis pictus outlined other
higher ways of searching a light, reliable and non-violent method of language
teaching associated with the acquisition of factual knowledge. (Kovacikova, Tu-
ranskd, 1999) It contains 150 exercises, each of them is represented by pictures
with numbered items; below each picture there is a text that describes the image
with the words corresponding to the item in the image. Not only in Europe, but
around the world generations of pupils of national schools had been taught from
this textbook. This famous work was published only as a sample text under the
name of Lucidarium in Blatny Potok in 1653, as mentioned in the preface to the
publication of Gentlis falicitas by ]. PSendk. In its full version the publication it was
published in S. Brewer's Press in Niirnberg in 1658 thanks to D. Sinapia Hor¢icka
and ]. Bubenek.

Establishment of pansophic school. Comenius was one of the few pedagogi-
cal theorists who had enjoyed recognition during their lives. Since the royal family
also regarded J. A. Comenius as an internationally renowned expert, in order to
modernize their school, he was allowed to practically realize the idea of pan-
sophism. On their call, he made a proposal to reform the [llustris Patakinae Scho-
lae idea (P$Senak,1992). The pansophic school in Blatny Potok was founded on
November 24, 1650. (Srogon, 1981)

Of more thematically broader focus is Comenius's Happiness of the nation
(Gentis Felicitas), in the subtitle as a mirror set for those who want to know whet-
her they are happy and how they can become happy (1652) specially devoted to his
host, to the brightest Transylvanian prince Juraj Rdkdczi. In this work, he confron-
ted socio-political situation of the Kingdom of Hungary with the model of the ideal
nation and in the 7th point he defines eighteen parts, respectively, degrees of
happiness of the nations. (Comenius, 1985b, p. 20) In this context, he analyzed the
key features of stability and pointed to the educational-political nature, since in
the part fifteen he again pointed out that the happiness of the nation also lied in
the good education of youth. At the same time he criticized the economic and so-
cio-cultural conditions in Kingdom of Hungary and addressed his comments to
the Hungarians. But his advice is quite general. As he was concerned about educa-
tion of all people, he created a modern definition of the nation: ...a number of peo-
ple born from the same tribe living in the same place in the world (as if they were in
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a common house which they call a homeland) using the same language, and associa-
ted with these bonds of common love, consistency and endeavors for the common
good. (Comenius, 1985b, s. 24) From the writings of those times, we learn what a
big obstacle he saw in laziness and general cultural backwardness. The work Gen-
tis felicitas is a thematic enlargement and completion to the school manifestations
from Blatny Potok. However, it also has a wider political significance. Comenius
wanted the anti-Habsburg group to be politically and culturally elevated to better
resist further struggle with its opponents. (Matej et al,, 1976, p. 90) At that time
Comenius was completing his most extensive work General Consultation on an
Improvement of All Things Human. During his stay in the Kingdom of Hungary, he
continued working on the ideas of universal remedy, which can be seen in the
works such as The Secret Speech of Nathan to David and Even more secret speech.
The solution to the progress of the cultural and social development of the King-
dom of Hungary and Europe was seen in comprehensive pansophistic education
through spreading of books, establishment of modern schools and creation of a
peaceful association of scientists. In spite of the considerable effort associated
with the waiver of his many plans or resolutions, J.A. Comenius, as a represen-
tative of the pansophistic school, failed to accomplish all his intentions in Blatny
Potok because he encountered non-understanding of the part of the teaching staff.
(PSendk, 1992)

At the time of building a pansophistic school in Sarospatak, he also re-
worked the set of textbooks. As a modern teaching tool, he used the inclusion of
school games into the learning/teaching process. His participation in the pro-
gressive educational process was complemented by fruitful pedagogical work:
Commonplace School, the School by Play and the above-mentioned Visible World in
Pictures. He also created other works and gave further inspirational lectures and
argumentative speeches, such as: The Idea of the Bright Potok School, About the
Difficulties of the pansophistic study, How to use the books deliberately, the main
tool of education, the Latin school, divided into three classes, About the obstacles of
pansophistic study, Panegyric about the right method , Usefulness of a precise no-
menclature of things, Fortius once again alive or how to eliminate laziness from
schools, rules of morality. (PSenak, 1991, pp. 9-10)

It is clear from his other writings that his decision to accept an invitation to
come to Blatny Potok was motivated besides the opportunity to realize the image
of his modern school in practice also by political reasons. His intention was to
persuade the Rakoczians to take a larger part in other anti-Habsburg speeches.
Since the death of the prince Zigmund Rakoczi in February 1652 there was a mar-
ked deterioration in the working conditions of ]. A. Comenius. He was not satisfied
with the conditins in his reformed school, and he was also disappointed in his
political hopes. Therefore, in 1654, at the request of the Czech exiles in Poland, he
went on a journey from Transylvania to Leszno. (Srogon, 1981, PSendk, 1991)

Contacts with cities in the eastern Slovakia. On the way from Sarospatak
Comenius was greeted by the city dignitaries from PreSov and Levoca. In particu-
lar, Juraj Curiani and Jan Sartorius suggested him in 1651-1652 to become the
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manager of the PreSov higher school. (more in PSendk, 1991). Rector of PreSov
higher school Jan Mathaeides worked with textbooks and methods created by
J.A. Comenius. Thanks to the resistance of the PreSov City Council caused by coun-
ter-reforming activities, the goal of ]J. Curiani and ]. Sartorius failed to be realized.
J.A. Comenius definitively left Transylvania in June 1654 and returned to Poland.
Before leaving he wrote a political tract dedicated to Juraj Rdkoczi which defined
the rights and needs of nations in relation to their rulers. The results of his own
work in the Kingdom of Hungary were summed up thanks to the Lecture of Con-
solidation of Blatny Potok School Works on 2 June 1654. (Srogon, 1981, p. 87)

Response to Comenius thoughts in Slovakia. Upper Kingdom of Hungary (the
territory of today's Slovakia) was a place where in modern times various cultures
and different streams of thoughts flowed, enveloped and enriched each other. The
contacts with the Moravian and Czech populations were particularly alive. The
ideas of ]. A. Comenius had been spreading in Slovakia since the year 1620, when
after the cruel reprisals of non-Catholics, the members of the Unity of Brotherho-
od, Czech Evangelicals and Baptists found their new home in the territory of to-
day's Slovakia. (More precisely, ]. PSendk: Preface to the work of Comenius Happi-
ness of the Nation, 1991, p. 5).

Slovakia, due to its geographical proximity, was a place which was cultural-
ly close to Comenius. As we mentioned above, it was a place close to him (due to
emotional bonds) by tribe and by origin. (PSendk, 1992, p. 1-4) If we want to ana-
lyze more deeply the relationship and influence of Comenius on later cultural
events and social thinking of Slovakia, we can rely on the periodization of Franti-
sek Karsai who in the overall picture of Comenius’s relations to Slovakia during his
life shows three stages:

1. Relations to Slovakia before the arrival to Kingdom of Hungary in 1650,

2. Relations during Blatny Potok stay in the years 1650-1654,

3. Relations after his departure from the Kingdom of Hungary till the end of his life
in 1670. (Karsai, 1970).

John Amos Comenius helped spreading and consolidating the ideas of Pro-
testantism. In 1633 Slovak inhabitants of the Protestant faith knew, thanks to
Comenius, the work of Brayly Praxis Pietalis in the Slovak translation which was
printed by Levoca Press (PSendk, 1992, pp. 1-4). ].A. Comenius travelled to Slova-
kia from his young age he knew it from his own experience, he knew its people, their
thinking and everyday struggles. (KarSai, 1970, p. 12) It is clear from the period
documents that besides the geographical proximity of Moravia and Slovakia, Co-
menius's good relationship with Slovakia was also influenced by other
circumstances. As the historian Ivan Rumanovsky (1993) found out in archive
documents, the daughter of Comenius Dorota Kristina was married to D. Molitor
from Pichov, whom Comenius visited several times. These circumstances contri-
buted to his visits to Slovakia even before his visit to Blatny Potok. The influence
of Comenius’s ideas was deepened not only by his stay in Blatny Potok, but also by
his close relations and contacts with the Presov College (Dupkala, 1999, Karsai,
1967, Matej et al, 1976).
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Stiir's group. The period of Slovak renewal at the end of 19t century can be
boldly called the century of Comenius's renaissance in the Slovak pedagogy,
(PSendk, the response of Comenius http) when his personality and humanistic
views were the inspiration for such personalities as Ludovit Stir. He liked Come-
nius's views - especially the ideal of general humanity, idea of mankind improve-
ment through education, waking up the national awareness through love to
mother tongue and the care for national and higher education.

Teachers of the first three Slovak grammar schools. Slovak education scho-
lars were proudly aligning with Comenius’s pedagogical ideas. They found their
use in grammar schools in Revica, KlaStor pod Znievom, Turciansky Sv. Martin.
His works were later discovered by other teachers particularly through magazi-
nes (Matej et al, 1876). Famous cultural personalities, writers and poets Pavol
Orsagh Hviezdoslav, Svetozar Hurban Vajansky and Samo Bohdan Hrobon wrote
celebratory songs about him.

The origin of Slovak comeniology. In the second half of the 19th century,
modern comeniology emerges in Slovakia as a result of the systematic scientific
interest in the works of Comenius by several experts. His Great Didactics first
appeared in Slovakia in the Slovak translation after the liberation of Czechoslova-
kia in 1954. Later also his other works were published. Many scientific works and
publications were published in Slovakia in order to inform readers about the
work and life of this great pedagogue, about his social and pedagogical insights
and his influence on Slovak pedagogy. During the course of the three centuries,
Slovak pedagogues showed great interest in the work of this teacher of the people
and developed his pedagogical heritage. (Kovacikova, Turanskd, 1999) Come-
nius’s pedagogical realism put his own peculiar seal on the whole development of
pedagogical thinking in Slovakia. Slovakia had at the end of 19th century Jan
Kvacal, the world-class comeniologist, who became one of the founders of the
world comeniology (Mikles). ]. Kvacal, as well as other Slovak comeniologists
- F. Karsai, L. Bakos, J. Cecetka, ]. Mikles, ]. Matej, ]. Schubert, M. Hamad, F. Kalesny,
[. Kiss, L. Bernat, ]. PSenak and others - helped to develop and promote the peda-
gogical heritage of ].A. Comenius across Slovakia (PSendk, 1992).

Jan Radomil Kvacala (1862-1934) showed interest in the work of ].A. Co-
menius since his young age. Already in 1913, the work of Jan Kvacal concerning J.
A. Comenius, written in the Slovak language (Srogon, 1981), attracted the atten-
tion of the Slovak cultural public. While working at the Evangelical High School of
Theology in Bratislava, he dealt with the influence of J.A. Comenius on contempo-
rary world famous pedagogues (J. Dewey, ]. Natorpa and others). He was writing
articles on educational issues, especially on issues of university education (e.g. in
Religious Letters, in Elan and others) (Hybl, 1991).

These pedagogues, as well as others (more in detail in PSenak, 2011), hel-
ped to keep alive and develop the spiritual inheritance of Comenius in Slovakia.
His heritage in pedagogy is still alive, even in the minds of ordinary teachers. The
Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic annually grants the award of a large
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or small plaques of J.A. Comenius to the best teachers in Slovakia (Kovacikova,
Turanska, 1999).

The period of promotion of the ideas of ].A. Comenius in Slovakia in the second
half of the 20th century. Remarkable spreading of the ideas of Comenius was done
through the publishing and distributing of his works translated into Slovak lan-
guage. Comenius's works were published in Levoca, Bardejov, Bratislava, Trencin
and Zilina (more in detail in Zrubec, 2005). The first work, which was published in
1945 in the Slovak language, was the Labyrinth of the World and Paradise of the
Heart (1952). In the year 1954 the basic pedagogical work of Comenius was pu-
blished under the name The Great Didactics. It was translated from Latin to Slovak
by Miloslav Okal (more in detail in PSendk, 2008). In Slovak Pedagogical Publis-
hing House in Bratislava there were published Selected Writings 11 (1956), Selec-
ted Writings 111 (1957) and Selected Writings IV (1958) in the years 1956-1959.

In 1958 Orbis sensualium pictus quadrilinguis came out as a photolithogra-
phic pre-print of his four-language edition (Latin, German, Hungarian and Czech),
which was published in Levoca in 1685. Orbis pictus also became a popular text-
book across Slovakia and it was used for more than 150 years (Kovacikova,
Turanskd, 1999). It was published in Levoca and Bratislava thirteen times.
In 1965 a Slovak translation of Informatoriun of pre-school by E. Kettner was pu-
blished to satisfy the needs of students of pedagogical schools and to educate the
teachers who already taught in pre-schools. This piece was published at the 300th
anniversary of the death of Comenius (1970) by Comenius University in the trans-
lation of Jozef Mistrik.

Professor J. Mikles (1911-1971) points out the direct connection of the
progressive pedagogical tradition of the school of Banska Bystrica with the pro-
motion of the ideas of ].A. Comenius in Slovakia (Kovacikova, 2007). These studies
of ]. Mikle$ enriched the Slovak comeniology with their contents. (Cabanova,
2007, Matej, 1976, PSenak, 2008) Also comparative studies are included in this
area. They deal with the comparison of opinions of M. Bela and D. Lehotsky and
those of ].A. Comenius. J. Mikles, as a erudite comeniologist, pointed out their con-
sistency in the specific areas of pedagogical problems (Zrubec, 2005, PSenak,
2011).

With his textbooks, he had influenced the educational system of that time.
(Reble, 1995, 89) The ideas of Comenius also influenced the internal regulations
of the first preparatory schools for teachers (Mikles, 1990). According to ]. Mikle§
the laws in many passages almost literally quote Comenius, even if his name is not
mentioned. From a historical perspective, the importance of these laws has been
appreciated especially because they expressed teachers' desire for continuous
education, encouraged teachers to consult and exchange pedagogical experience
and represented the basis for expressing opinions on the personality of teacher.

Jozef PSendk was born in 1939. At the beginning of his career he worked at
the Pedagogical Secondary School in Modra as a secondary school teacher. For
many years he was working as a professor of history of education and pedagogy
at the Faculty of Philosophy, Comenius University in Bratislava and worked for a

285



Vlasta Cabanova

while also at the Catholic University in RuZomberok. At the end of his scientific
career he lectured at the Faculty of Humanities, University of Zilina. In RuZombe-
rok his work Slovak school and pedagogy of 20th century was published in 2011.
During his active pedagogical work, he gave several speeches about the re-
releases of this great man and he also organized a conference on the anniversary
of John Amos Comenius.

Slovak conferences organized in honour of J.A. Comenius. Activities of the
Philosophical faculty of UPJS in Presov should be positively valued as in 1970 the
faculty organized an international conference called: John Amos Comenius and
Slovakia. For the first time, his heritage in relation to Slovakia had been assessed
at that conference. Additional comeniological conferences took place in PreSov in
1972, 1975 and 1980 (Kominarec, Repel’, 2003). Slovakia dignifiedly participated
in the world celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the birth of John Amos
Comenius. The jubilee was an opportunity for looking back at the comeniological
research and for the re-publication of several works by Comenius (more in detail
PSendk, 2008): The Great Didactics, Education for all, Selection from the Potok wri-
tings and speeches of Jan Amos Comenius, Gentis felicitas, Informatorium of pre-
school, Regulations for a well-organized school).

The last comeniological event at Comenius University was the international
conference De rerum humanarum emendatione consultatio catholica and the heri-
tage of John Amos Comenius for the Third millennium held on 13-14 of November,
2000. Comenius University in Bratislava organized this scientific event on the
occasion of the 330th anniversary of the death of the teacher of nations in order to
analyze the individual parts of the General Consultation. The contribution of the
conference was a critical alignment with the Czech translation of the General Con-
sultation (1992). The Consultation should be interpreted in historical contexts
based on the findings from the history of philosophy of 16-17 centuries. The ideas
expressed in the individual parts of the Consultation still address the professional
public. They indicate the direction and ways out of the personal and social laby-
rinths. International communication and the peaceful life of people in the world
are values that the whole world is striving for.

The popularization of the work of ].A. Comenius in the period of information
technologies. The Slovak National Library in Martin has in its archives several
valuable Comenius works: from its funds some of J.A. Comenius's precious works
have been digitalized for the general public. The ideas of John Amos Comenius are
still alive, but thanks to digitization his works are far more available to pedagogi-
cal and also non-professional public also in an electronic way.

Conclusion

Comenius’s treasure of ideas has become a permanent part of Slovak cultu-
re. It is stunning that the thoughts of the man who was born in the 16th century
are still alive and up-to-date. The ideas of J. A. Comenius about the teaching pro-
cess, the organization of school work, or about education as such, are still being
used today. There are only few things we can call him out for. He deserves to be
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called "father of modern pedagogy". The works by Potok are reflections of Come-
nius's great pedagogical and socio-political ideas. Although he spent only a short
period of time on the territory of Austria-Hungary, it was one of the most creative
periods of his life, leaving a permanent trace on his heritage. Comenius was and
still is a recognized personality in Slovakia. In Bratislava there is a university that
bears his name - Comenius University. ].A. Comenius despite his forced exit from
the territory of the present Slovakia did not stop developing relations with the
inhabitants living there. He could rely on the experiences from his young age
when there was a closer connection between the Kingdom of Hungary and Morav-
ia. According to Karsai (1970), hardly any of the leading Czech thinkers is so close
in his/her origin and roots to Slovaks as the teacher of nations, John Amos Come-
nius. Today it is widely known that his generic name was Sege$ and his ancestors
moved to Moravian Slovakia from Slovakia. The Slovaks worship the ideas of Co-
menius up to this day.
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Slovak version

Ako uvadza cesky historik FrantiSek Palacky Jan Amos Komensky je
povaZovany za ,jedného z najpamatnejSich muZov vSetkych Cias a narodov*. Poly-
histor, spisovatel, jazykovedec, prirodovedec, humanista, filozof, politik a re-
formator je opravnene oznacovany aj ako ucitel' narodov, ktory v obdobi 17. sto-
rocia, hoci Zil v epoche, v ktorej sa jednotlivec identifikoval ako prislusnik naroda,
predstihol dobu a duchovne sa citil byt predovsetkym Eurépanom.

Zhladiska rozvoja vtedajSieho myslenia ]J.A. Komensky vytvoril na
prelome medzi humanizmom abarokom origindlny filozoficko-pedagogicko-
teologicky systém, v ktorom filozofické a pedagogické nazory prepajal s vierou
vBoha. Vepoche, vktorej Zil bol nepochybne najvyraznejSim avSeobecne
uznavanym Skolskym reformatorom, osobnostou, ktora prostrednictvom peda-
gogickych nazorov urcovala vyvoj a formovanie viacerych novych pristupov a
preto nie je nijak nadsadené, Ze ho povaZujeme za ,jednu z najvyraznejsich osob-
nosti pedagogickej vedy". I ked' v prostredi nemecky hovoriacich krajin sa stal
pomerne rychlo znamy, vslovanskom kultirnom ramci dosiahol nepomerne
vacsi aspech avSeobecné uznanie, ktoré vo vedomi l'udi pretrvava aZ do suca-
snosti. Na druhej strane, kedZe mal schopnost odputat sa od tradi¢ného
stredovekého nazerania na svet a vidiet d'aleko do budticnosti 'udstva, svojimi
nazormi na rézne aspekty spoloCenského Zivota d’aleko predstihol svoju dobu a
svojou vel'kou mierou humanity (Capkova, 1992: 53) edukacie a lasky k ¢loveku
zostal v svojej dobe v mnohych ohl'adoch nepochopeny (Reble, 1998: 88).

K pohnutym Zivotnym osudom Komenského

Okolnosti miesta narodenia i samotného povodu J.A. Komenského st
dodnes predmetom sporov. Niektori autori ako napr. Zrubec v knihe ,Slavni
Slovaci sveta” (2000, 2001) na zaklade vyskumov O. Kollarika (1988), F. Ka-
lesného, 1. Rumanovkého adalsich, zaradili Komenského vzhladom na jeho
slovenské korene, medzi Slovakov. Ini odbornici, ako napr. LS. Kralik povazuja
Komenského za Cechoslovaka, d’al$i ho povaZuji za Moravaka, alebo Cecha.
Hrdost Cechov na Komenského potvrdzuji aj sociologické $tidie, ktoré ho
v poradi popularity v ¢eskej verejnosti zarad'uju hned’ za kralom Karolom IV na
druhé miesto (Subrt, Vinopal a kol.,, 2013).

Zrejmy je aj vplyv nepriaznivych okolnosti jeho Zivotného osudu na sys-
tematické vzdelavanie, ktoré zac¢alo u Komenského neskoro. Len zhodou okol-
nosti dostava prilezitost vSestnastom roku zivota zasluhou biskupa Jana
Laneckého a Karla Starsieho zo Zerotina (P$enak,1991, s. 5) $tudovat' v Nemecku
(1611-1614). Atak prichadza na saskii Akadémiu v Herborne aneskoér na
Univerztitu do Heidelbergu (Srogon a kol.). Prave v Herborne mal vroku 1613
svoju prvi vedecku diskusiu s prevazne filozoficko-kozmologickou tematikou
(PSendk, 1991, s. 6). Komensky Stidium v Heidelbergu a v Herborne plne zuzit-
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koval, nakol’ko prave zaujimavé prednasky mu dali podnet k rozvoju filozofickych
a pedagogickych nazorov, ktoré sa stali zdkladom jeho neskorSieho pedago-
gického realizmu. Tu sa oboznamil aj s novym socidlnopolitickym hnutim tohto
obdobia, s takzvanym chiliazmom (Kiss, 2001: 24-25), ktory je zaloZeny na viere
v tisicrocné Kristovo kral'ovstvo BoZie na Zem a ktoré nastoli pre I'udstvo stastny
Zivot. Vyjadril presvedCenie, Ze tento stav je mozné dosiahnut len navratom
k pévodnému stavu aky bol v raji a aZ potom je podl'a Komenského moZny navrat
do zlatého veku l'udstva (Kiss, 2001: 29). Uz vtomto obdobi si zacCina klast' aj
d'alsie otazky smerujuice k vSevede, CiZe pansofii, ktora by mala vSetkym l'udom
priniest mier a lepsi Zivot (PSendk, 2001a: 159).

UrCujice zaZitky Zivota Komenského, ktoré formovali jeho postoje
utvrdzujice ho v presvedceni nevyhnutnosti radikalnej zmeny prostrednictvom
vSendpravy. Pocas studii v Herborne, kde stravil tri roky, na neho silne zap6sobil
predovsetkym profesor ].H. Alsted (1588-1638), ktory mu bol sympaticky tsilim
o harmédniu svetského poznania a biblie. Jeho teoreticky systém inSpiroval Ko-
menského a zdsadnym spdsobom ovplyvnil jeho nazory, najma encyklopedizmus.
Johann Alsted bol autorom vel'kej encyklopédie Cursus philosophici encyklopedia,
v ktorej rozvija filozofiu i sedem slobodnych umeni a podava nazory na vychovu
(Cecetka, 1947: 130). ].H. Alsted hl'ad4 harméniu v prirode a v 'udskom poznani.
Komensky sa pod vplyvom tychto myslienok stal horlivym propagatorom poZia-
davky paralelizmu slova a veci v jazykovom vyucovani. Prave jeho ucitel’ svojimi
encyklopedickymi snahami podporil viiom rozhodnutie napisat’ Divadlo veske-
renstva véci (PSendk, 1991: 5).

Stadium podla dobovych zvyklosti zavi$il Komensky cestovanim po
svete. Prave cestovanie, v ktorom sam seba oznacoval za pttnika, sa neskor,
vzhl'adom na prenasledovanie nekatolikov, stalo jeho nedobrovolnym Zivotnym
udelom. Vzhl'adom na mnoZstvo navstivenych krajin moéZeme smelo
J.A. Komenského oznacit' ako svetobeZnika: z vychodiskového bodu rodiska na
Morave, do pol'ského Le$na, neskdr do Svédska, do Anglicka a do d’al$ich krajin
Eurépy. Vsade pdsobil so vzneSenym poslanim na pozadi osobnej filozofie v snahe
o vSenapravu dobovej spolo¢nosti: ,vSetko poznanie ma sliZit na to, aby odstrani-
lo spory medzi l'ud'mi a zabezpecilo I'udstvu stastny zivot na zemi (Vana,1971:
65). Z pohl'adu vplyvu Komenského na kultiirne korene Slovenska nas zaujima
predovsetkym jeho pobyt v Blatnom Potoku.

Vyzdvihnutie déleZitosti vzdelania pri obrode spolo¢nosti

Komensky vsvojich pracach pozdvihol vzdelavanie a vzdelanie na
najvyssi piedestdl. Takému vysokému oceneniu sa dostalo vzdelaniu az vo vy-
spelych euroamerickych kultiirach 21. storoc¢ia. Dokonca z moderne koncipova-
nej didaktiky (dnes pedagogiky) urobil centrum pansofie. Koncepcia Komenského
pedagogiky sa zakladd na téze omnes-omnia-omnino, teda vSetkych-vSetko-
vSestranne.(PSenak, 2001: 160). ISlo mu o pansoficku sirku vzdelavania, t.,j. aby sa
vSetci I'udia vzdelavali vo vSetkom, o je pre Zivot podstatné (PSendk, 1991: 19).
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V historii teérii vzdeldvania dochadza k sporom medzi r6znymi nazormi
o tom, €o skuto¢ne dobré vzdelavanie predstavuje. ].A. Komensky patril medzi
zastancov teorie spajania vzdelavania so Zivotom spolocnosti, jej racionalnym
fungovanim a mravnym spravanim (konanim): ,U ndroda dobrého vzdelania, ked’
sa divame na poriadok, ktory maju v sprave veci, je vSetko ako v hodinach, kde
ked’ sa jedno pohne, rozhybe sa vSetko, lebo koliesko taha koliesko podl'a poctu,
miery avahy“ (Komensky, 1956: 241). V kvalitnej priprave na Zivot, v dobrom
vzdelani vidi Komensky podstatu, zaklad spolofenského poriadku a prava
v narode. (blizsie Komensky, Stastie naroda) Najvyssie kladie ,,vyvazené" vzdela-
nie ako urcity stav osobnosti, prejavujici sa kultivovanostou, osobnou kultiirou
Cloveka. Slovo ,,vyvazené“ pouziva vo vyzname ako nieCo proporcionalne zladené,
jednotlivé k celkovému vyjadrujice symetrickost, rovnomernost ¢i harmonickost’
zladenia jednotlivych prvkov celkového obrazu jednotlivych stranok vzdelania
navzajom (Cabanova, 2004: 12). Takéto vSestranné kvality v primeranom za-
stipeni by mal ¢lovek v procese vychovy avzdeldvania nadobudnut’ a prijat' za
svoje. Podobne, ako predstavitelia hnutia filantropizmu, videl cestu na zlepsenie
Zivota I'udi, obrodu l'udstva jedine prostrednictvom vzdelania. Vychovu chape ako
Jnapravu l'udstva, ako vyvedenie cloveka zblidenia, ako najdenie pravdy
aporiadku” (Kasper-Kasperova, 2008: 11) a to zusl'achtovanim vsetkych, pricom
zdoraziioval potrebu Sirokého, vSestranného, k encyklopedickosti smerujiceho
vzdelania (Cecetka, 1947: 135) nakolko bol presvedéeny, Ze ,nauky netreba
skryvat’ do knih pre u¢encov, vedomosti treba spristupnit pre vsetkych.

Napriek prenasledovaniu i zloZitym Zivotnym osudom zostal Komensky
idealistom veriacim v I'udské dobro. Podobne ako Sokrates mal vnitorné presve-
dcenie, Ze uz samotné poznanie dobra mdze viest k tomu, Ze sa l'udia stant vo
svojej podstate lepsimi. Komensky sa touto cestou usiloval o obrodenie ¢lovecen-
stva prostrednictvom rozvoja jednotlivca, jeho jednotlivych strdnok - rozumu,
re¢i acinov. Vscholastickej ére teoretizovania uprednostiioval teériu pred
praxou: ,bytostny sklon Komenského ktvorivej ¢innosti sa prejavil na vyzna-
mnom navrhu na vzdelanie vSetkej mladeze, v Didaktike”. (Matej a kol.,, 1976: 79).

Slovensko bolo v 17. storoc¢i agrarnou sucastou Rakusko-Uhorskej mo-
narchie. Komensky navstivil izemie Rakusko-Uhorska viackrat. Okrem ciest z
osobnych dovodov, kedZe mal blizky vztah kPtchovu, k PreSovu ik d’alsim
mestdm na vychodnom Slovensku, cestoval pracovne do Blatného Potoka cez
Skalicu, Trnavu, Puchov, Levocu a PreSov (Pedagogicka encyklopédia Slovenska,
1984: 427) vsade sa zaujimal o miestne pomery. Dlhodobejsim je vSak len jeho
pobyt na izemi Rakusko-Uhorska v Blatnom Potoku v rokoch 1650 az 1654, v
meste leziacom v Sedmohradsku, v sic¢asnosti mesto leZiace na tzemi Mad’arska
(Sarospatak). Pobyt sa uskutocnil vobdobi po uzavreti Vestfilskeho mieru
(1648), ktory tazko zasiahol do Zivota vSetkych ¢eskych nekatolikov. Na zaklade
osobného pozvania sedmohradského knieZata Zigmunda Rékécziho sa v roku
1651 dostal do jeho rodiny. Dostal od knieZata ponuku, aby zreformoval tamojSie
Skolstvo. Pocas pobytu J.A. Komensky zil priamo na dvore vdovy Zuzany Lo-
rantffyovej-Rakécziovej i jej synov Zigmunda a Juraja. Zoznamil sa s nimi pro-
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strednictvom osobného priatel'a aviziondra M. Drabika (Bernat, 2000), ktory
povzbudzoval v Komenskom politické nadeje. ].A. Komensky sa do Blatného Poto-
ka wuchylil len na par rokov, no prave tu vznikaji jeho najznamejSie
a najvyznamnejsie pedagogické diela - ako ucebnice Skola hrou (Schola Iudus) a
najma Svet viditelnych veci v obrazoch (Orbis sensualium pictus), znAmy pod
skratenym nazvom ako Orbis pictus. Najma toto svetovo uznavané dielo nacrtlo
d’alSie vysSie sposoby v hl'adani l'ahkej, spolahlivej a nenasilnej metédy jazy-
kového vyucovania spojeného s osvojovanim vecnych poznatkov, nakol’ko obsa-
huje 150 cviceni, z ktorych kazdé je uvedené obrazkom s ocislovanymi predmet-
mi, pod obrazkom sa nachadza text, ktory opisuje obrazok so slovami, zodpove-
dajticimi predmetom na obrazku (Kovacikova, Turanska, 1999). Z tejto ucebnice
sa ucili celé generacie Ziakov narodnych $kol nielen v Eurépe, ale po celom svete.
V Blatnom Potoku bola tato slavna praca ,Orbis pictus” vydana len ako ukazkovy
text pod ndzvom ,Lucidarium” v roku 1653, ako spomina v predhovore k vydaniu
,Gentlis falicitas” ]. PSendk - v Uplnej podobe vydanie vyslo aZ v Norimberku v
roku 1658 zasluhou D. Sinapia Hor¢icku a J. Bubenku v tla¢iarni S. Brewera.

ZaloZenie pansofickej Skoly

Komensky patri medzi jedného z mala teoretikov pedagogiky, ktori sa docka-
li uznania uz za svojho Zivota. KedZe aj knieZacia rodina povaZzovala J.A. Komen-
ského za medzinarodne uznavaného odbornika, pri zimere modernizovat’ tamojSiu
Skolu, umoznila Komenskému prakticky realizovat' ideu pansofizmu. Na ich vyzvu
vypracoval navrh na reformu blatnopotockej Skoly Illustris Patakinae Scholae
idea.(PSenak, tamtiez) Pansoficka skola v Blatnom Potoku vznikla 24. 11. 1650.
Tematicky $irSieho zamerania je spis Komenského z roku 1652 Stastie
naroda (,Gentis Felicitas”), v podnadpise ,ako zrkadlo nastavené tym, ktori chcd
poznat, ¢i su Stastni a ako sa nimi mézu stat“ a osobitne venované svojmu hosti-
tel'ovi, je najjasnejSiemu sedmohradskému knieZatu Jurajovi Rakocimu. V tomto
spise konfrontuje socidlno-politickil situaciu Uhorska smodelom idealneho
naroda a v 7. bode vytyCuje osemndst Casti, resp. stupniov Stastia narodov (Ko-
mensky, 1985b: 20), vtomto kontexte analyzuje kltc¢ové znaky stability
a poukazuje na Skolsko-politicky charakter, nakol'’ko v XV. Casti opdtovne upo-
zornuje, Ze Stastie naroda aj v dobrej vychove mladeZe. Zaroven tu podava Kritiku
hospodarskych a spolocensko-kultirnych pomerov v Uhorsku a adresuje svoje
pripomienky Madarom, ale svoje rady mieni vSeobecne. PretoZe mu islo
ovychovu vsetkych narodov, vspise vytvoril modernd definiciu naroda:
»-mnozstvo I'udi, zrodenych z toho istého kmena, byvajtcich na tom istom mieste
vo svete (akoby vspolo¢nom dome, ktory nazyvaju vlastou), pouzivajtcich ten
isty jazyk, a tym spojenych tymito zviazkami spolocnej lasky, svornosti a snahy
o obecné dobro“ (Komensky, 1985b: 24). Zo spisov z tychto Cias sa dozvedame,
aku vel'ku prekazku videl v lenivosti a vo vSeobecnej kultiirnej zaostalosti. Praca
,Gentis felicitas” je tematickym rozvedenim a doplnenim Skolskych prejavov
z Blatného Potoka, no malo aj Sirsi politicky vyznam. Komensky chcel, aby sa pro-
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tihabsbursky tabor povzniesol politicky aj kultirne, aby mohol lepsie odolavat
d’alsiemu boju s protivnikmi (Matej a kol., 1976: 90). V tom case Komensky do-
koncieval svoju najrozsiahlejSiu pracu VSeobecna porada o naprave l'udskych veci
a pocas pobytu v Uhorsku d’alej pracoval na myslienkach o univerzalnej naprave,
o ¢om svedcia aj d'alSie prace ako Tajna re¢ Nathana k Davidovi a Rec tajnejsia.
RieSenie napredovania kultdrno-spolocenského vyvoja Uhorska icelej Eurépy
videl vkomplexnom pansofickom vzdelani prostrednictvom Sirenia knih, zakla-
danim modernych $kél avytvorenim mierového zdruzenia vedcov. Napriek
zna¢nému usiliu sprevaddzanému zrieknutim sa mnohych planov ¢i predsavzati sa
J.A. Komenskému ako predstavitel'ovi pansofickej Skoly v Blatnom Potoku nepo-
darilo vSetky svoje zamery uskutocnit, lebo narazil na nepochopenie Casti uci-
tel'ského zboru (PSendk, 1992).

V Case budovania pansofickej Skoly v Sarospataku prepracoval aj stistavu
ucebnic. Ako moderny vyucovaci prostriedok vyuZival zarad'ovanie Skolskych
hier do vyucovania. U¢ast na progresivnom vzdelavani dopliiiala plodna pedago-
gicka tvorba: Vedna $kola, Skola hrou auZ vys$ie spominany Svet v obrazoch.
Vytvoril aj d'alSie diela a predniesol d’alSie inSpiracné prednasky a argumentacné
reci ako: Idea svetlej Potockej Skoly, O tazkostiach pansofického Studia, Ako
domyselne pouzivat’ knihy, hlavny nastroj vzdeldvania, Latinska skola, rozdelena
na tri triedy, O prekdZkach pansofického Stidia, Chvalorec¢ o pravej metdde, UZi-
tocnosti presnej nomenklatiry veci, Fortius znova Zivy alebo ako vyhnat lenivost
zo $kdl, pravidla mravnosti (PSenak, 1991, s. 9-10).

Z d’alsich spisov je zrejmé, Ze k rozhodnutiu prijat' pozvanie do Blatného
Potoka ho okrem prileZitosti v praxi realizovat predstavu jeho obrazu modernej
Skoly, motivovali aj politické ddévody. Jeho zamerom bolo presvedcit Rako-
cziovcov, aby sa vo vacsej miere zdcastnili na d’alSich protihabsburskych vysttpe-
niach. Od smrti kniezata Zigmunda Rakociho vo februari 1652 postupne doslo k
vyraznému zhorSovaniu pracovnych podmienok J.A. Komenského. S pomermi
v nim reformovanej Skole nebol spokojny, a sklamal sa aj vo svojich politickych
nadejach, a preto sa v roku 1654 i na ziadost' ¢eskych exulantov v Pol'sku vydal na
cestu zo Sedmihradska do LeSna (Srogon, 1986; PSendk, 1991).

Kontakty s mestami na vychodnom Slovensku

Cestou zo Sarospataku Komenského pozdravili mestski hodnostari z
Presova i Levoce. Najma Juraj Curiani a Jan Sartorius mu uz v rokoch 1651-1652
navrhli, aby sa stal spravcom preSovskej vyssej Skoly (blizSie PSenak). Rektor
presovskej vyssej Skoly Jan Mathaeides pracoval s ucebnicami i metédami vytvo-
renymi J.A. Komenskym. Vd'aka odporu presovskej mestskej rady vyvolanému pro-
tireformacnymi aktivitami sa ciel’ ]. Curianiho aj ]. Sartoriusa nepodarilo realizovat'.
J.A. Komensky zo Sedmohradska definitivne odisiel v juni 1654 a vratil sa do Pol'ska.
ESte predtym napisal politicky traktat venovany Jurajovi Rdkocimu, kde definoval
prava i potreby narodov vo vztahu k ich vlidcom. Vysledky vlastnej prace v Uhor-
sku zhrnul vd'aka prednaske DovrsSeni Skolskych praci potockych 2.6.1654.
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Ohlasy Komenského myslienok na Slovensku

Horné Uhry (Gzemie dneSného Slovenska) boli v obdobi novoveku mie-
stom, kde sa prelinali, stretali a navzajom obohacovali rézne kultiry ardzne
myslienkové prudy. Osobitne Zivé boli kontakty s moravskym a ¢eskym obyva-
tel'stvom. Myslienky ].A. Komenského sa na Slovensku S$irili od r. 1620, ked' po
krutych represaliach nekatolikov prislusnici Jednoty bratskej, ¢eski evanjelici
a novokrstenci nachadzali svoj novy domov na tizemi dneSného Slovenska (BliZsie
J. PSendk Predhovore k praci Komenského ,Stastie naroda”, Martin, 1991: 5).

Slovensko bolo vzhl'adom na geograficku blizkost miestom, ktoré bolo
Komenskému kultiirne blizke, no ako sme uZ spominali vyssie, pre citové vazby
bolo mu blizke rodom i p6vodom (PSendk, 1991/1992, s. 1-4). Ak by sme chceli
bliZzSie analyzovat vztah avplyv Komenského na neskorSie kultdrne dianie
a spolocenské myslenie Slovenska, méZeme sa opriet o periodizaciu Frantiska
Kar3aia, ktory v celkovom obraze Komenského vztahov k Slovensku za jeho Zivo-
ta sa ukazuje tri etapy:

1. vztahy k Slovensku pred prichodom do Uhorska v roku 1650,
2. vztahy pocas blatnopotockého pobytu v rokoch 1650-1654,
3. vztahy po odchode z Uhorska do konca jeho Zivota v roku 1670 (Karsai,

1970).

Jan Amos Komensky pomadhal $irit a upevnovat myslienky protestanti-
zmu, nakol’ko uz vroku 1633 poznali obyvatelia Slovenska protestanského vie-
rovyznania zasluhou Komenského pracu Braylyho Praxis Pietalis v slovenskom
preklade, ktort vydala levocska tlaciaren (PSendk, 1991/1992, s. 1-4). ].A. Komen-
sky od mladi chodil na Slovensko ,poznal ho z vlastnej skdsenosti, poznal jeho
l'ud, jeho zmyslanie i kazdodenné lopotenie“ (Karsai, 1970, s. 12). Z dobovych
dokumentov je zrejmé, Ze okrem geografickej blizkosti Moravy a Slovenska,
k dobrym vztahom Komenského ku Slovensku prispeli i d'alSie okolnosti. Ako
zistil historik Ivan Rumanovsky (1993) v archivnych dokumentoch, dcéra Ko-
menského Dorota Kristina bola vydata za D. Molitora z Pichova, ktory Komensky
viackrat navstivil. I tieto okolnosti prispeli k jeho navstevam Slovenska uZ pred
navstev(ou v Blatnom Potoku. Pésobenie myslienok Komenského sa este prehibi-
lo nielen pobytom vBlathom Potoku, ale iuzkymi vztahmi akontakmi
s PreSovskym kolégiom (Dupkala, 1999; Karsai, 1967; Matej et al, 1976).

Starovci

Obdobie slovenského obrodenia koncom 19. storofia moéZeme smelo
nazvat storoim Komenského renesancie vslovenskej pedagogike, (PSendk,
2008) kedy jeho osobnost a humanistické nazory boli inSpiraciou pre také osob-
nosti ako vedicu silu hnutia Ludovita Stdra, ktorému boli nazory Komenského
blizke, najma idedlom vSel'udskosti, myslienkou zdokonal'ovania ¢loveka pomo-
cou vychovy, prebiidzanim narodného uvedomenia laskou k materinskému jazy-
ku a starostlivostou o narodné a vyssie Skolstvo.
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Ucitelia prvych troch slovenskych gymnazii

Kjeho myslienkam sa hrdo hlasili osobnosti slovenského vzdelavania a
jeho pedagogické idey nasli uplatnenie v gymnéazidch v Revicej, Klastore pod
Znievom, Turcianskom Sv. Martine. S jeho dielami sa neskor oboznamovali ucite-
lia aj hlavne prostrednictvom casopisov. Zname osobnosti kultdry - spisovatelia,
basnici Pavol Orsagh Hviezdoslav, Svetozar Hurban Vajansky a Samo Bohdan
Hroboii napisali o iom oslavné piesne.

Vznik slovenskej komenioldgie

V druhej polovici 19 stor. vznika na Slovensku modernd komeniolégia
ako vysledok systematického vedeckého zaujmu viacerych odbornikov
o Komenského dielo. Jeho Velkd Didaktika vySla prvykrat na Slovensku
v slovenskom preklade po oslobodeni Ceskoslovenska vr.1954 a neskér aj jeho
dalsie diela. Boli vydané vedecké diela a publikacie, ktoré oboznamovali Citatel'ov
na Slovensku s dielom a Zivotnymi osudmi tohto vel'kého pedagoga, sjeho spo-
lo¢enskymi, pedagogickymi nahl'admi a jeho vplyvom na slovensku pedagogiku.
Slovenski pedagogovia pocas troch storo¢i prejavovali velky zaujem o dielo uci-
tel'a ndrodov a rozvijali jeho pedagogicky odkaz. Komenského pedagogicky reali-
zmus vtlacil svoju osobitd pecat’ celému vyvinu pedagogického myslenia na
Slovensku. Slovensko malo koncom 19. stor. Jana Kvacalu, komeniol6ga svetového
formatu, ktory sa stal jednym zo zakladatel'ov svetovej komeniologie (Mikles,
1990). ]. Kvacala, ale aj dalsi slovenski komeniolégovia: F. Karsai, I.. Bakos,
J. Ceetka, ]. Mikle3, ]. Matej, ]. Schubert, M. Hamada, F. Kalesny, 1. Kig$, L. Bernat,
J. PSendk a d’alsi sa pricinili o to, Ze pedagogické dedicstvo J. A. Komenského sa na
Slovensku rozvijalo a propagovalo (PSenak, 1992).

Jan Radomil Kvacala (1862-1934) od mladosti prejavoval zaujem o pracu
J.A. Komenského. Uz roku 1913 upttala pozornost slovenskej kultirnej verejnosti
praca Jan Kvacala o J.A. Komenskom, napisanad vslovenskom jazyku (Srogon,
1981). Pocas poOsobenia na evanjelickej vysokej Skole teologickej v Bratislave sa
zaoberal vplyvom ].A. Komenského na stdobych svetovych pedagogov (J. De-
weyho, ]. Natorpa a i), pisal clanky s vychovnou problematikou a najma
k otdzkam vysokoskolského Studentstva (v Cirk. listoch, Eldne a i.). Tito, ale aj
d’alsi (blizSie PSenak, 2011) sa pricinili o to, Ze duchovné dedi¢stvo Komenského
sa na Slovensku S$irilo a rozvijalo a udrziavalo zivé. Jeho odkaz v pedagogike je
dodnes Zivy aj v povedomi obycajnych ucitel'ov. Ministerstvo skolstva SR kaZdo-
roCne udeluje najlepsim ucitelom ocenenie vel'kej alebo malej plakety J.A. Ko-
menského (Kovacikova, Turanska, 1999).
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Obdobie Sirenia myslienok J.A. Komenského na Slovensku
v druhej polovici 20. Storocia

K vyznamnému Sireniu myslienok Komenského dochadzalo pro-
strednictvom vydavania a Sirenia jeho prac preloZenych do slovenského jazyka.
Komenského diela sa tlacili v Levoci, Bardejove, Bratislave, Trencine a Ziline
(bliZSie Zrubec, 2005). Prvy spis, ktory vysiel na Slovensku uZ po r. 1945 v sloven-
skom jazyku, bol Labyrint sveta a raj srdca (1952). V r. 1954 vyslo zakladné peda-
gogické dielo Komenského Vel'ka didaktika. Z latin¢iny do slovenciny ho preloZil
Miloslav Okal (bliZsie PSendk, 2008). V r. 1956-1959 vysli v Slovenskom pedago-
gickom nakladatel'stve v Bratislave Vybrané spisy II(1956), Vybrané spisy
II1 (1957) a Vybrané spisy IV (1958).

V r. 1958 vysiel Orbis sensualium pictus quadrilinguis ako fotolitogra-
ficky predtlacok jeho Stvorrecového vydania (latinského, nemeckého, mad'arského
a Ceského), vydaného v Levoci v r. 1685. Orbis pictus sa stal aj na Slovensku
oblibenou ucebnicou a pouzival sa vySe 150 rokov a za toto obdobie vySiel v Levoci
a v Bratislave trindstkrat. V r. 1965 vyslo v slovenskom preklade E. Kettnera Infor-
matoérium Skoly materskej pre potreby Ziacok pedagogickych $kol a pre vzdelanie
uciteliek materskych $kél. Toto dielko vydala v jubilejnom roku 300. vyrocia smrti
Komenského (1970) v preklade Jozefa Mistrika, Univerzita Komenského.

Profesor ]. Mikles (1911-1971) poukazuje na priame suvislosti pokro-
kovej pedagogickej tradicie banskobystrickej skoly so Sirenim myslienok J.A. Ko-
menského na Slovensku (Kovacikova, 2007). Uvedené Stadie J. MikleSa svojim
obsahom vyrazne obohatili slovenski komenioloégiu (Cabanova, 2007; Matej,
1976; PSendk, 2008). Do tejto oblasti patria tiez komparativne Stidie, tykajtce sa
porovnavania nazorov M. Bela a D. Lehotského s ndzormi J.A. Komenského,
v ktorych J. Mikle$ ako fundovany komeniol6g poukéazal na ich zhodnost v kon-
krétnych okruhoch pedagogickych problémov (Zrubec, 2005; PSenak, 2011).

Svojimi ucebnicami spisovatel'sky ovplyvnil Skolstvo vtedajSej doby”
(Reble, 1995, 89). Myslienky Komenského ovplyvnili aj vnitorné predpisy prvych
pripravok pre ucitel'ov. (Mikles, 1990). Podl’a ]. MikleSa zakony na mnohych mie-
stach takmer doslova cituju Komenského, aj ked’ jeho meno neuvadzaju. Z histo-
rického pohl'adu ocenil vyznam tychto zdkonov najma preto, Ze vyjadrovali tizbu
ucitel'ov po sustavnom vzdelavani," nabadali ucitel'ov k poradam a vymene peda-
gogickych skiisenosti, boli podkladom na vyjadrenie ndzorov na osobnost ucitel’a.

Jozef PSendk sa narodil v roku1939. Na zaciatku kariéry posobil na peda-
gogickej strednej pedagogickej Skole v Modre ako stredoskolsky ucitel, dlhé roky
posobil ako profesor historie Skolstva a pedagogiky na Filozofickej fakulte Univer-
zity Komenského v Bratislave. Isty Cas poOsobil ina Katolickej univerzite
v Ruzomberku a na sklonku vedeckej kariéry prednasal na Fakulte humanitnych
vied Zilinskej univerzity v Ziline. V Ruzomberku vydal pracu Slovenska $kola
a pedagogika 20. storocia (2011). V priebehu aktivnej pedagogickej ¢innosti vydal
viaceré prihovory kznovu vydaniam tohto velikdna, organizoval konferenciu
k vyrociu Jana Amosa Komenského.
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Celoslovenské konferencie organizované k J. A. Komenskému

Pozitivne treba hodnotit’ aktivity Filozofickej fakulty UP]S v Presove, kde
sa konala v r. 1970 medzinarodna konferencia na tému Jan Amos Komensky a
Slovensko. Po prvykrat sa zhodnotilo jeho dedi¢stvo vo vztahu k Slovensku. Dalsie
komeniologické konferencie v Presove sa konali v r. 1972, 1975, 1980 (Komin-
arec, Repel, 2003). Slovensko sa d6stojne zapojilo do svetovych oslav 400. vyrocia
narodenia Jana Amosa Komenského. Jubileum, bolo prileZitostou na bilancovanie
komeniologickych badani a na vydanie viacerych prac Komenského, (bliZSie
PSenak, 2008): -Vel'ka didaktika”, ,VSevychova”, ,Vyber z potockych spisov a reci
Jana Amosa Komenského”, ,Gentis felicitas”, ,Informatérium Skoly materskej”,
,Predpisy pre dobre organizovanu skolu”).

Poslednym komeniologickym podujatim na Univerzite Komenského bola
medzinarodna konferencia ,De rerum humanarum emendatione consultatio
catholica a odkaz Jana Amosa Komenského pre tretie tisicroCie konan”, 13-14.
novembra 2000. Univerzita Komenského v Bratislave organizovala toto vedecké
podujatie pri prileZitosti 330. vyrocia imrtia ucitel'a narodov s cielom analyzovat
jednotlivé Casti VSeobecnej porady. Prinosom konferencie bolo kritické vyrovna-
nie sa s ohlasom na ¢esky preklad VSeobecnej porady (1992). Poradu treba vykla-
dat’ v dobovych suvislostiach na zaklade poznatkov dejin filozofie 16-17. storocia.
Myslienky vyjadrené v jednotlivych dieloch Porady oslovujii odbornd verejnost’ aj
v nasej sucasnosti. Naznacuju smer, vychodiska z labyrintov osobnych i spolocen-
skych. Medzinarodné dorozumenie a Zivot I'udi celého sveta v mieri je hodnotou,
o ktort sa usiluje celé svetové spoloCenstvo.

Popularizacia diela J.A. Komenského v obdobi informa¢nych technologii

Slovenska narodna kniznica v Martine ma vo svojich archivoch viaceré
vzacne diela Komenského: pre verejnost boli zdigitalizované! niektoré vzacne
diela J. A. Komenského z jej fondov a tym udrziava zivé myslienky odkaz Jana
Amosa Komenského, ale rozSiruje v €ase internetu aj prostrednictvom digita-
lizAcie jeho prac, ktoré su dostupné Sirokej ucitel'skej i laickej verejnosti na webe.

Zaverom

Myslienkové bohatstvo Komenského diela sa stalo trvalou sicastou
slovenskej kultury. Je ohromujuce, Ze myslienky cloveka, ktory sa narodil v 16.
storoci, su stdle Zivé a aktualne. Predstavy ].A. Komenského o vyucovacom
procese, organizacii Skolskej prace, ¢i o vychove, sa vyuzivaji dodnes. Je malo
veci, ktoré by sme mu mohli vytknut. Je dostatoénym dbékazom toho, Ze pome-
novanie ,otec modernej pedagogiky* si pravom zaslazi.

1 Fakulta humanitnych vied Zilinska univerzity vZiliny vo svojom Centre exelentnosti digitalizuje diela
vydavatel'stva Tranonscius, sidliace v Liptovskom Mikulasi.
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Potocké priace si odrazom Komenského velkych pedagogickych
asocialno-politickych myslienok. Hoci na uzemi Rakusko-Uhorska stravil
z Casového hl'adiska kratke obdobie, bolo to jedno z najtvorivejsich obdobi jeho
Zivota a zanechalo tu trvald stopu. Komensky bol a stale je uzndvanou osobnost'ou
aj na Slovensku. Svedc¢i o tom aj to, Ze v Bratislave sa nachadza univerzita, ktora
nesie jeho meno. ]. A. Komensky napriek nitenému odchodu z tohto tizemia ne-
prestal rozvijat vztahy s obyvatel'mi Zijucimi na izemi dnesného Slovenska. Mo-
hol sa opriet’ o zaZitky z mladosti, ked’ prave na Morave jestvovalo uzsie spojenie s
Uhorskom. Podl'a Karsaia (1970) maloktory z poprednych ceskych myslitel'ov
stoji tak blizko k Slovakom svojim pévodom i rodom ako Ucitel' narodov Jan Amos
Komensky. Dnes je uZ vSeobecne zndme, Ze jeho rodové meno bolo Seges a jeho
predkovia sa pristahovali na Moravské Slovacko zo Slovenska. Slovaci uctievajt
myslienky Komenského dodnes.
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