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Abstract: The political map of the Balkans changed by the end of the First Balkan War 1912-1913.
The Vilayet of Kosovo was occupied by Serbia. This War and the following years brought-a tragedy to the
vulnerable Albanian civilian population in Kosovo. Many Kosovar Albanians were forced to leave their
country or their homes and to go into exile. Most of them sheltered in Albania. Kosovars were welcomed
and helped in the Albanian state, they were enabled to have a political organization and representation of
their interests and rights. The organization, the National Defense Committee of Kosovo played a key role
in preventing migrations and sensitizing international opinion during the years 1918-1924.
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Introduction

The displacement of Kosovo Albanians from their lands over the centuries is one of
the most serious events, which has left an indelible mark on the history of the Albanian
people. The doctrine of ethnic cleansing® begins and is also institutionalized® by
the official Serbian policy since the drafting of the project known as: ‘“Nacertanian”
1844 by llija Garasanin, which was a notorious and chauvinist work aimed at creating
a greater Serbia. From that time on, the Serbian efforts for homogeneity, ethnic clean-
sing, colonization, migration, aimed at weakening the ethnic compactness and chan-
ging its structure never stopped.®
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After the end of the First World War, at the end of October 1918, Kosovo was re-
occupied by the forces of the Serbian army, and with this act, military, police and civil
power was established.” Likewise, on December 1, 1918, the Kingdom of Serbo
-Croatian-Slovenian was established.” After that, the action immediately started where
it was left before the world war, so the whole process of the Serbian circles towards
the Albanian people was a process of denationalization through different forms, so it
was a constant terror and genocide.® For the treatment of this topic in this Article, we
have raised a hypothesis that: The National Defense Committee of Kosovo had
the main role for the care of the displaced Albanians and informing and sensitizing
the international factor about the tragedy of Kosovo during the years 1918-1924.

The National Defense Committee of Kosovo 1918-1924

Since 1918, the leaders of the Albanian National Movement, following international
developments and smelling the results of the First World War.” On May 1, 1918,
the National Defense Committee of Kosovo (Komiteti “Mbrojtja Kombétare e Koso-
vés”, further: KMKK) was established in Shkodér, in a very delicate situation for
the Albanians. The KMKK was one of the most important political organizations in
Albania, where it was led by prominent activists, where it opposed the Serbian
genocide policy for the protection of the rights of Albanian minorities in Yugoslavia
and the decisions of the Great Powers.?

As well, in the points of the program, it was foreseen as the task of the KMKK to
sensitize the international opinion and to protest against the anti-Albanian policy of
mass extermination, against the Serbian atrocities in Kosovo,” to elect a commission to
protect the rights of Kosovo in front of the Great Powers and outside these circles'® and
also the organization of armed resistance in the face of Serbian politics."

Fighting for liberation and national unity, under the leadership of the KMKK state,
Albanian fighters fought for their country and against the war against Belgrade, which
carried out the military policy of Albanian society.* Since the activity of the KMKK
was not only on the diplomatic level but also in case it has achieved the success of
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some diplomats, it also organized the liberation war,™ all the armed parties do with
the national force at the beginning and others in the northeast against the exterminating
policies of the districts Serbian.**

The fight for the internationalization of the Kosovo issue and the Albanian issue in
general was started by the KMKK through diplomatic efforts, by means of protests,
memoranda, notes, letters and statistics sent to international organizations, foreign
ministers, leaders of the Great Powers and personalities of known during the work
of the Peace Conference in Versailles.™® All these reactions were documented on
the expulsion and displacement of Albanians and the colonization of their lands by
Serbo-Montenegros, concrete examples of injustice, discrimination, violence and terror
against Albanians and requests that international forums take urgent measures to their
obstruction and prevention.*®

So they disagreed with military violence and the Serbian policy of denationalizing
the Albanian population in Yugoslavia. Hoxha Kadriu addressed them several times to
inform them about what was happening in Albania and the province of Kosovo in
particular, where the goal was to make the Albanian issue well known in the world."
This organization with its activity became a serious obstacle to the realization of
the chauvinistic plans of the leaders of Belgrade.™

The KMKK became at the end of 1918 the spokesperson for the aspirations of
the Albanian population in Kosovo and in other Albanian countries in Yugoslavia to
unite with the homeland, to stop the terror and violence with which the Serbs were
re-establishing their rule in these territories.™

Even after 1920, the KMKK continued the denunciation with convincing facts of
anti-Albanian violence and terror, influencing, a little bit, their limitation. At the same
time, the KMKK unmasked the so-called agrarian reform that the Serbian regime was
developing in Kosovo, in fact the Slavic colonization of the Albanian lands, made it
clear that “the installation of the Slavic race in the lands that are the legal property of
the Albanians is intended to forced Albanians to emigrate and colonize Kosovo”, and
encouraged opposition to this process.”® And for these immigrants who left their
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homes, thanks to the efforts of Hoxha Kadri and his collaborators there were provided,
in the KMKK and outside it, those who were forcibly displaced from their homeland
and came to Albania, shelter, food and clothing. Over the years, they managed to
integrate in the new settlements, but never and for no reason did they forget the birth-
place of their ancestors.”

During 1920, the KMKK received various information about the situation in Koso-
vo from its provinces and their leaders, such as Beqir Vokshi and Hysni Curri, where
they told about the dire situation that the people were experiencing, through various
arrests and tortures that were carried out by Serbian authorities.?

The Serbian government tried to present information to the Great Powers about
possible provocations by the Albanians, but they were refuted through reports and peti-
tions that the Albanians sent to the Foreign Office and other offices. At the beginning
of January 1921, on behalf of the KMKK, Hasan Prishtina sent a petition to the Foe-
ring Office, where he provided information on Serbian crimes in Albanian territory,
and requested the intervention of Great Britain to prevent the crimes, which these
crimes aimed at the annihilation of Albanians.”

Another aspect of the issues raised in the Albanian parliament are those related to
the Albanians of Kosovo and other countries in Yugoslavia, as well as the immigrants
who came from these countries to Albania.?* On March 3, 1921, the President of
the Kosovo Committee in Shkodra sends a telegram to Agif Pasha Elbasani, the Presi-
dent of the Supreme Council of Albania, where he says that the Serbs are extermi-
nating the Albanian race in Kosovo. It also asks this Council to make the Albanian
government taking care about this issue and also protest to the League of Nations and
the United States of America.”

The attitude of the Albanian state towards the violence and displacement
of the Albanians of Kosovo

The persecution of Kosovo Albanians, whom the Serbian government intended
to exterminate and expel from their lands, did not stop. In support of their brothers,
the deputies of the Albanian parliament, which at that time was called the National
Council, they stood up, speak out and protested unanimously.?
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In the discussions in May 1921, they discussed the treatment of Albanians outside
Albania. Deputy Ali Kélcyra put forward the interest that the Albanian state should
have, Leonidha Koja was behind him in this opinion, while Deputy Kristo Dako asked
the government to try to open Albanian schools. Likewise, in the discussions that
continued in June, MP Jusuf Barka, drawing attention to the Serbian atrocities in Koso-
vo, and asked for petitions to be made in the League of Nations for the rights of Alba-
nians abroad.”’

The National Council of Albania sent a telegram to the Yugoslav parliament in June
1921, where he asked his own government to mediate to stop the atrocities in Kosovo.
But the answer of the president of the Yugoslav parliament Dr. lvan Ribar was that
the Albanian parliament had no right to interfere in their matters that according to him,
were the internal affairs of the Yugoslav state.”® But then the deputies of the Albanian
parliament were outraged by the response of the Yugoslav parliament, they emphasized
that our telegram was not intended to interfere in the internal affairs of Yugoslavia, but
to protect human rights.?® After that, various Albanian MPs publicly expressed their
revolt.® After the discussions in the Albanian Parliament, on June 20, 1921, they
approved the following telegram:

The National Council having full of hope in the human feelings of the various
representatives of the people, take your permission to remove the remark on the cruel
massacres and on the enslavement and violence that have been going on for eight years
now. They continue with an ever-increasing harshness against the Albanians of Kosovo,
and we pray that the necessary steps will be taken by the Government of Belgrade for
the cessation of these atrocities that are destroying the civilization of the 20th century.®

On June 27, 1921, Fan Noli, as Chairman of the Albanian delegation to the League
of Nations in Geneva, sent a Memorandum to Secretary General Eric Drummond.
During the months of July-August, Serbian troops had burned 150 Albanian villages
and driven away 40,000 Albanians who took refuge in Central Albania, supported by
the Albanian government. These refugees are fleeing from the Serbian persecutions
and their number who are coming to free Albania is increasing.*

It is rether important that in the years 1920-1924, the main institution for deter-
mining contemporary politics became the Albanian Parliament, in which the issue of
Kosovo was inevitable.*® Even the Albanian Government of llaz Vrioni during
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the months of July-August 1921 protested in the League of Nations against a new wave
of persecutions that had erupted in Kosovo by the Serbian authorities,** by Mit'hat
Frashér, he informed them about the situation of the Albanians in Yugoslavia.* Also in
the session of July 16, 1921 of the parliament, in addition to the evidence of
the Serbian massacres, a part of the deputies came up with the proposal to send
a parliamentary commission to protect the Albanians of Kosovo.*® According to
the balance made by the KMKK in 1921 for the genocide carried out by the Yugoslav
authorities in the summer in Kosovo, it resulted that 12,371 people were killed and
10,526 others were looted.*

The Albanian deputies stated the need to provide documents and arguments that
had to be prepared based on a complete and accurate knowledge of the situation in
Kosovo.®

The KMKK sent them a letter to the Great Powers, on December 2, 1921, as well
telling them about the events that were taking place until this time, especially in
the border areas, about the burning of houses and villages, the murders and the displa-
cement of Albanians who had settled in Shkodér and in Central Albania.*® In 1923,
the delegation of the KMKK presented to the League of Nations a protest on
the treatment of the Albanian population in Yugoslavia, and it was a special place
about the anti-Albanian agrarian-colonizing policy. The protest letter brought
the signatures of Hasan Pristina, Bedri Pejan and Bajram Curri.*® Also, the Albanian
cultural society “Déshira” in Sofia, Bulgaria had sent petitions to the President of
the League of Nations on September 3, 1923, presenting the difficult situation of
the Albanian people who had been displaced from their homes and asking him a safe
life and the return of Albanians to their homes. On December 7, 1923 to the Secretary
of the League of Nations wrote a letter again asking him to protect the rights of
the Albanian minorities because that was the guarantor of these rights and to help
the Albanian people who had left Kosovo.*

In 1924 there were new memoranda addressed to the League of Nations. On
March 22, the Albanian government protested in Geneva through Benedikt Blinish and
informed the Secretary of the League of Nations Mr. Drummond that during the month
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of February there had been a massacre in the area of Vushtrri in Kosovo, and asked
him to warn the Kingdom of Yugoslavia about these massacres and the violence that
was causing to the Albanian population.*?

Several Albanian deputies also reacted to the massacre in the village of Dumnicé
and Vushtrri by sending a letter to the Presidency of the Constitutional Assembly,
informing them about the massacre of 23 people, 11 women and girls and 12 boys,
children and men, and also their property was looted. They also demanded that
the government be warned to make the necessary efforts to at least ensure the lives of
our compatriots.*®

The colonization of Kosovo continues where their lands are stolen, as well as their
houses, fields and harvested grain, so the Albanian residents have not been given
a single inch of land from the divided manors. In addition to Turkey and Albania,
Kosovars have also moved to Bulgaria and Romania.*

Whereas Mehmet Konica, after informing that the Albanian government had
submitted the case to the League of Nations, also asked for British support to stop
Serbian violence and crimes.*

The government of Noli, not directly, but through the United Committees of
irredentist Albanians,”® on September 26, 1924, with the signatures of Hasan Pristina,
Bedri Pejani and Bajram Curri, sent a memorandum to the President of the Council of
the League of Nations from Geneva in the name of The United Committees of Unlibe-
rated Albanians, where they protested with facts about the violence and continuous
persecution that the Serbian government did against the Albanians and demanded that
the Albanian people be treated like any other people.”” It was emphasized in this me-
morandum that the placement of Slavic colonists came after the attacks on the Alba-
nians. They systematically terrorize Albanian residents so that the latter abandon their
homes and lands, while the remaining people live in a miserable state.*®

42 ASDN. V. 22 mars 1924, D. R1657/41/343941/11379, fl.1, Blinishti informon Sekretarin Drummond
pér masakrat né Kosové. AMPJ, V. 1924, D.415. Relacion me titull “Monsiour le Secrétare Généeral”.
Nga konsulli gjeneral i Shqipérisé né Zvicérr dérguar Sir Eric Drummond, Sekretar gjeneral prané Lidhjes
sé Kombeve, 22 mars 1924, c.f. Lutfiu, 2021: 156.
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Mehmet Konica, in a telegram sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, announced
that the British delegate is not willing to intervene with the Council of the League to
look at the petition of the Kosovo delegates.*

Among all the actions and protests, there was one which was held in Fier, where
students from Vlora and Fier organized a protest march against the Serbian atrocities
that were being done to the Kosovar Albanians. They asked the National Government
to raise its voice to protest to the Great Powers and the National Society on the basis of
minority rights.>

Many members of the KMKK, even though they continued their commitment to
the Albanian state, also they made their commitment for Kosovo in emigration after it
was disbanded [the Committee...B.D] in 1924, it did not stop their activity and in 1925,
in Vienna, the “Committee for the Liberation of Kosovo” was created, whose activity
continued in the following years.™

Conclusions

The Albanians of Kosovo who had been forcibly displaced from their territories,
were welcomed and assisted in the Albanian state. They were given the opportunity to
form a political organization and advocate their rights and interests there even at that
early stage in the Albanian state.

The KMKK, as an organization represents Kosovars, it was crucial in preventing
further migrations and sensitizing international opinion to the tragedy that Albanian
civilians have endured in Kosovo during the years 1918-1924, since Serbia’s conquest
of the region in 1912.

The KMKK also served to raise awareness of the plight of ethnic Albanians who
were being subjected to atrocities by Serbian forces and to alert international opinion
from the League of Nations to specific states of the dire situation the people were
experiencing. of Kosovo under Serbian occupation. For this purpose, the KMKK held
meetings and conferences on this topic, it provided reports and documents regularly
about the situation in Kosovo and started a public advocacy campaign. The efforts of
the KMKK were important in informing the League of Nations about the human rights
violations taking place in Kosovo and drawing international attention.

According to the documents of the time and the prospective literature reviewed in
this article, the hypothesis was confirmed that the National Defense Committee of

* AMPJ, V. 1924, D.523, fl. 14. Korrespondencé e Legatés Shqiptare né Londér me Ministrisé sé Punéve
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geveria serbe, gjithashtu dhe Lidhjes s¢ Kombeve i dérgohet telegram, Fier, 17.08.1924.
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Kosovo with headquarters in Shkodér. It played a crucial part in protecting and helping
displaced Kosovars as well as raising awareness of Kosovo in the world community

and the misery that the civilian population in Kosovo was going through as a result of
the Serbian invaders.

Tpr? -

»~

Fig. 1. Committee for the National Defence of Kosovo, 1918. From the book Komiteti "Mbrojtja

Kombétare e Kosovés" published by the Albanian Academy of Sciences (ISBN: 99943-653-0-4, p. 196),
taken from the collection, MARUBI, Author: Kel Marubi - Shkodér.
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